
The English Word “Church” 

Greek: Kuriakon Greek: Ekklesia

“belonging to the Lord” “called out ones”

Earliest appearance: c. 300 

A.D. 

Earliest appearance: 

BIBLICAL word 

Does NOT appear in the 

Bible 

Appears in the Bible 

Scottish: Kirk Spanish: Iglesia

Dutch: Kerk French: Eglise

German: Kirche Portuguese: Igreja

English: Church English: Church



The Communion of  the Saints 
Part 2: 

The Mission of  the Church 



Introductory Questions

 What is Mission? 

 The word “Mission” does not appear in the Bible

 Latin “Mittere” translates Greek “apostello” to send



Introductory Questions

 What is Mission? 

 A Sender 

 Someone who is sent

 Someone to whom they are sent 

 A task to accomplish 

 Andreas Kostenberger defines mission as: 

“Mission is the specific task which a person 

or group seeks to accomplish.” 



The Purpose of  the Church

Exaltation

Edification Education               Evangelism



Introductory Questions

 How does mission relate to purpose?  

 Purpose is why

 Mission is what



Introductory Questions

 What is the mission of the church? 

 Stephen Neill said, “If everything is mission, then 

nothing is mission.”

 The mission is given by Jesus in Matthew 28:18-

20



Introductory Questions

 What is the mission of the church? 

 Kevin DeYoung and Greg Gilbert: “The mission 

of the church is to go into the world and make 

disciples by declaring the gospel of Jesus Christ 

in the power of the Spirit and gathering these 

disciples into churches, that they might worship 

the Lord and obey his commands now and in 

eternity to the glory of God the Father.”



The Mission of  the Church

 5 INTEGRAL FACETS OF THE GREAT 

COMMISSION



The Authority of  the Great Commission 

 Christ’s Comprehensive authority: 

 “all” appears 4 times: 

 “all authority” 

 “all the nations” 

 “all that I commanded you”

 “I am with you all the days.”

 Christ has authority in all places at all times



The Authority of  the Great Commission 

 Jesus says in John 10:16: “I have other 

sheep that are not of this fold; I must bring 

them also, and they will heed my voice.”

 Peter Cameron Scott 





The Command of  the Great Commission 

 V 19: “Go therefore and make disciples of all 

the nations, baptizing them in the name of the 

Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, 

teaching them to observe all that I 

commanded you.”

 Central Command: “make disciples” 



The Command of  the Great Commission 

 A Disciple: 

 Believer 

 Learner 

 Follower
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The Command of  the Great Commission 

 A Disciple: 

 Believer   Heart  Believing 

 Learner  Mind  Learning

 Follower   Will  Living

 Luke 9:23-24: “If anyone wishes to come after 

Me, he must deny himself, and take up his cross 

daily and follow Me.”



The Command of  the Great Commission 

 Baptism

 The first outward sign of discipleship 

 “Teaching them to observe all that I 

commanded you.”

 The content and practice of discipleship 



The Command of  the Great Commission 

 A Disciple: 

 Believer   Heart  Believing  Baptism

 Learner  Mind  Learning  “teaching all 

that I commanded you” 

 Follower   Will  Living  “to observe” 



The Command of  the Great Commission 

 C.S. Lewis said, “The Church exists to draw men 

into Christ to make them little Christs.”



The Command of  the Great Commission 

 The book of Acts is the demonstration of the 

church’s mission

 Acts 1:8: Jesus tells the early church, “you 

shall be My witnesses both in Jerusalem, and 

in all Judea and Samaria, and even to the 

remotest part of the earth.”



The Command of  the Great Commission 

 Misunderstandings of the church’s mission

SectarianismAssimilationism 

-Inclusion

-“we are for the world”

-Separation

-”we are against 

the word”



The Command of  the Great Commission 

 Misunderstandings of the church’s mission

SectarianismAssimilationism 

-Inclusion

-“we are for the world”

-Separation

-”we are against 

the word”

The Church



The Scope of  the Great Commission 

 “Go and make disciples” 

 “Go” represents a change in the mission strategy 

of God’s people



The Scope of  the Great Commission 

 Old Testament Missions: Stay and obey 

 Centripetal Mission 

(http://thecripplegate.com/discontinuity-the-poor-israel-and-the-church/)



The Scope of  the Great Commission 

 The New Testament Mission: “Go out and 

compel them to come in.” Centrifugal Mission: 

(http://thecripplegate.com/discontinuity-the-poor-israel-and-the-church/)



The Scope of  the Great Commission 

Missionary 

Initiative

Exclusivity
i.e. Isaiah 45:21-22, Acts 4:12

Compassion
i.e. Romans 9:2-3

Imperative
i.e. Matthew 28:19



The Progress of  the Great Commission 
Apostolic Period: Paul brings the gospel as far as Rome and 

perhaps Spain

Apostle Possible Frontier

Paul Spain

Matthew Ethiopia 

Thomas India 

Bartholomew Armenia 

James Syria 

Thaddeus Edessa 

Simon the Zealot Persia and Britain 

Andrew Britain (?) 



Cities with Known Churches by A.D. 100
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The Progress of  the Great Commission 
Apostolic Period: Paul brings the gospel as far as Rome and 

perhaps Spain

A.D. 100-313: The known world: middle east, eastern Europe, 
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A.D. 313-800: Western Europe by people such as Ulfilas, 
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1792-Present: Modern Missions Movement
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1st Wave: Denominational missions to the continental 
coastlands (1792-1865). William Carey’s founding of the Baptist 
Missionary Society

1812: America sends its first oversees missionary, Adoniram Judson, 
to Burma.  
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1st Wave: Denominational missions to the continental 
coastlands (1792-1865): William Carey’s founding of the Baptist 
Missionary Society

2nd Wave: Interdenominational Missions to the Continental 
heartlands (1865-1910): Hudson Taylor’s founding of the China 
Inland Mission

3rd Wave: Evangelical Missions to the COUNTRIES of the world 
(1910-1974)

4th Wave: Global Missions to the PEOPLES of the world (1974-
present)

1934: Wycliffe Bible Translators formed 

1974: Lausanne Congress of Missions (the First International 
Congress on World Evangelization)

The Progress of  the Modern Missions

Movement



The Progress of  the Great Commission 

 The Task of the Great Commission: To win 

individuals for Christ from every people 

group, not just from every nation

 “nations” = “ethne” (i.e. ethnicities or people 

groups)



The Comfort of  the Great Commission

 V 20: “and lo, I am with you always, even to 

the end of the age.”

 A fulfillment of Matthew 1:23: “Behold, the virgin 

shall be with child and shall bear a Son, and they 

shall call His name Immanuel,” which translated 

means, “God with us.” 



The Comfort of  the Great Commission

https://www.christianitytoday.com/history/people/missionaries/david-livingstone.html
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